
Acts 10:34-38                                                                  1st Sunday after Epiphany - ILCW-A 
In Christ Jesus, dear fellow baptized children of God 
 

Rejoice that God is Not A Bigot 
I. He accepts all people into his kingdom  (vv.34-35) 
II. He gives his peace to all people  (vv.36-38) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
You may remember how several years ago the prestigious Augusta National Golf Club in Atlanta, Georgia was 
boycotted during the Master’s Golf Tournament (the one which awards the green jacket to the winner) because 
they refused to accept any black or female members.  The club was accused of being racist, biased etc.  Just 
about anywhere you turn in our world today, people are accusing or being accused of favoritism, bigotry or 
racism.  I am sure that if each of us looks deep into our hearts, we will also find some kind of favoritism for or 
against a certain group or class of people.  It’s not just that they cheer for a different sports team or go to a rival 
school.  We may have an issue with them because they come from a different social class, have different views 
or opinions or have done something against us. 
 
In contrast to that, praise God our text for today tells us that "God does not show favoritism".  As we continue to 
worship in the Epiphany season and see how Jesus came as the Savior from sin for all people, the words of 
Peter recorded by Luke in our text encourage us to Rejoice that God is Not A Bigot.  Peter shows us that is 
true 1) Because God accepts all people into his kingdom and 2) Because God gives his peace to all people. 
 

I. He accepts all people into his kingdom 
The book of Acts is probably not one of the books of the Bible that most of us are very familiar with. It is 
another book of the Bible written by the Apostle Luke who also wrote his own Gospel - what does that tell us?  
Luke's Gospel is the Gospel that Jesus came to be the Savior of all people and Acts continues to tell that 
message of the Savior of all. 
 
If you do any reading at all in the New Testament, you will come across the conflict between the Jews and the 
Gentiles.  The Jews thought they were better Christians and had more of a claim on heaven since their ancestors 
were the first to believe. That very same conflict arises in the verse just before our text - Peter had to deal with 
that difference between the Jews and the Gentiles 
 
Peter says "God does not show favoritism". He is not moved by minority quotas or racial segregation.  No this 
is not a sermon on racism or bigotry - what is the point? God is moved by his love and he sees that all people 
are sinful - all need Jesus as their Savior.  That is shown in our own baptism.  Whether it was our parents 
bringing us to be baptized or us bringing our own children, the pastor didn’t look at a list to see if our name was 
part of an elite group who could be baptized.  The pastor knew and worked from the point of view that our 
Savior says “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…”.  In our baptism, our heavenly Father 
opened wide his arms and said “Welcome, my child!”.  God extends that gift of salvation to all people, you 
might say, because he knows all people need it. 
 
APPLICATION: Racism, bigotry or discrimination is not a problem just in our modern world and it is not a 
problem associated just with sports or politics - even when it comes to tell people about Jesus as Savior, there is 
favoritism.  Have we ever failed to invite or speak to someone because of their social class, etc?  Have we 
ignored  someone in this congregation because they are not up to our  standards?  Have we ever thought or even 
said “I can’t forgive that person because of what they’ve done.”?  Each of those is an example of how even 
though "God does not show favoritism", our sinful natures want to jump in and make a distinction about who 
can be saved and who cannot. 
 
We see that God’s love for all doesn’t just include that he offers his salvation to all.  It is also shown in the fact 
that he gives his peace to all people. 
 




