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What is the Purpose of the Church? 
 “ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  - Matthew 18:19-20 

Many organizations in the world perform services that are important for people.  They work to help 
people all over the world to improve and protect their physical lives. The Church exists to help people 
too. Its main purpose, though, is not for the betterment of people’s physical welfare.  The Church has 
been established by Jesus to serve primarily people’s spiritual needs.  

When the Bible talks about the Church, the reference is not to buildings, organizations or institutions. It 
is speaking about people who are believers in Jesus Christ. The Church is all those whom God, by 
grace, has called out of unbelief to faith in Jesus as the Son of God and the only way to heaven.  The 
Church is people who by faith in Jesus are his disciples, his followers. 

Jesus has given his believers a very important purpose on earth: to share his Gospel with everyone in 
the world so that by the power of God’s Word people will be brought to saving faith in Jesus. The 
Church carries out this command of our Savior through baptism and by teaching the truth of eternal 
salvation through faith in Jesus, for faith comes by hearing the message of Christ.   

Though the Church is concerned about the physical needs of people, it must not lose sight of Christ’s 
commission to “make disciples of all nations.”  The Church exists to proclaim repentance and 
forgiveness to all, to invite sin-burdened souls to know peace in Jesus.  

Here is good advice from the Bible: “Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of 
knowledge”(Proverbs 23:12). The instruction of God’s Word fills you with life-giving knowledge. The 
Church is for you. It is ready to share the all-important teachings of God’s Word which gives you the 
knowledge of salvation through Jesus!   

Prayer : 
God, thank you for  your  Word which reveals the way of my salvation through Jesus. Bless the 
Church’s work to spread this message of life.  Move me to open my ears to hear  the Word and 
receive it by faith in my hear t.  Amen. 
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Calendar  Dates: 
   August 3  Pastor  Weigand’s installation service 3:00 pm 
   August 17 Ryan Rosenthal and Trudy Tietz installation service 9:30 am 
   August 24  School opening service 9:30 am 
 

Fall Worship Schedule Our Fall schedule will begin on Sunday, September 7.  This means that 
beginning that Sunday, our later service on Sunday will move back to 10:30 a.m.  This is also the Sunday that 
we will resume our Sunday School, Teen Bible Class and Adult Bible Class in between the services. 
 

Board of Elders 
Praise God in his sanctuary.  Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, 
praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of 
cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals.  Psalm 150: 1b, 3 – 5. 
 
Similar to Old Testament times, instrumental musicians enhance the worship experience of God’s people who 
have assembled to praise him.  Through the Worship Committee, Craig Kitzrow and Carol Neubauer are 
organizing our congregation’s instrumental music efforts. 
 
Carol explained that they have three initial goals for the group.  The first goal is to create a listing of 
instrumentalists.  Anyone from 7th grade and older who plays and instrument and would like to perform in 
church is encouraged to contact either Craig or Carol. 
 
Next they plan to purchase and organize a library of instrumental music.  Finally they hope to replace the 
assorted music stands collected over the years with a black stackable model which will fit the current wheeled 
cart. 
 
If you are interested in this ministry service opportunity, either as a performer or supporter, please contact Mr. 
Kitzrow, Mrs. Neubauer or a member of the Worship Committee.  Additional information will also be 
published in the church’s weekly newsletter, Faith Alive, when there are project updates to share. 
 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Psalm 150: 6 

 
School Board 
PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE......That is what we tell our children to do in order to become better at 
sports, bike riding, anything that they want to improve at. What about academics? Are your children practicing 
their reading during the summer months? This can pay big dividends in a few weeks when they are back in the 
classroom. Many times it takes students a while to adjust to getting back in the groove of another school year. A 
few minutes spent each day of reading practice can keep them in good reading condition.  Fiction, nonfiction, 
newspaper, daily scripture readings are all great practice.  Speaking of the school year quickly approaching, 
here are a few dates and events to keep in mind.   Sunday, August 17th, is the installation service for Ryan 
Rosenthal and Trudy Tietz. There will be a fellowship gathering and meal to follow the service in the large 
commons area. Many new students come to Faith over the years from recommendations by parents of former 
and current students. Invite others to consider sending their children to Faith Lutheran School.  
         Parent Orientation is on August 19th at 6 PM.  This is a great "kick-off" to our parent-teacher partnership. 
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8th grade Leadership Day is Wednesday, August 20th,  a great way for eighth grade students to be positive 
Christian leaders in our school.  
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: MONDAY, AUGUST 25TH.   
  
 

A Word from a Missionary 
A Letter From Japanese Missionary Kermit and Margie Habben 

Dear Friends and Relatives, 
  
Thank you family and friends for your prayers, support and encouragement throughout these 41 years in Japan.  Your 
prayers for world missions have sustained us and helped us to reach out to so many who were without hope.  Recently the 
members and friends of Aganai Lutheran Church in Tokyo gathered to express their thankfulness for teaching them about 
God©s love, God©s promises, and the Hope we have in Jesus, our Savior.  Through smiles and tears they told about how 
they met us.  Some came because of the cooking class, others were members of the U.S.A. home stay tours, and others 
were brought to church or Bible class by a friend.  Still others, have been longtime members of Aganai Church.  They 
heard the Word when missionaries before us planted the seed in their hearts.  The Lord gave us the privilege of watering 
and nurturing those seeds.  Now as we return to the U.S., we look to others to continue that nurturing and planting of the 
seed.  Please join us in praying to the Lord to send workers into the harvest, as workers are so few at this time in Japan.   
  
Our return to the U.S.A. is fast approaching. Our belongings will be packed up on August 7th.  After attending our last 
Summer Bible Camp at the end of August we will return to the U.S.  Our arrival in Milwaukee will be on September 
3. During September we will visit family and get our medical check-ups.  Margie has been doing very well these days.  
She now often goes out the door forgetting to take her cane.   
  
A week after we had finally decided on where to live, Kermit received a call to Findlay, Ohio to work with the Japanese 
living in that area.  After serious consideration for this important work, we finally decided on our original plan to move to 
Phoenix, AZ.  We have an apartment lined up in the Arizona Lutheran Retirement Center.  We will be 20 minutes from 
Maria and Ross and children.  After getting settled we hope to make the rounds to the other 3 children.  David and family 
are in Waukesha, WI, Daniel and family in Edmonton, Canada, and Annette and Tim in Sebastian, Florida.  With our 
children in four parts of the country you can see why it was hard to decide on where to retire.  We hope we can be of 
service to our children in our retirement.   
  
Originally, we were to return to the States, June 30, 2007.  With the generous support of the WELS Kingdom Workers, 
Kermit was extended a retirement call to remain in Japan for one more year.  Looking back over this extra year of service 
here, we see many blessings from our Lord.  The members here at Utsunomiya have taken every opportunity to study 
God©s Word.  After our worship service they remain for another hour and a half of Bible study.  In addition, many have 
weekly Bible studies in their homes.  There have been several confirmations and baptisms during this past year.  
  
The latest baptism was a young lady who grew up attending Sunday School when Missionary and Mrs. Falk were serving 
here.  As a student she wanted to be baptized but her father disapproved.  Now as an adult, she once more requested to be 
baptized.  What an encouragement to us all.  The seed sown by a former missionary bears fruit many years later.  
  
At Margie©s last cooking class in May, the ladies somehow wanted  to keep the group together.  Several weeks later one of 
the members invited Margie and all the ladies from the cooking class to her house for a potluck luncheon.  Since it was a 
busy time for Margie she hesitated about going.  She went and came home so excited about the events of the day.  
Somehow the conversation turned to the subject of graves and cemeteries and about how the Japanese visit the graves to 
worship their ancestors, etc.  "Do you do that in America?"  "No, we don©t worship our ancestors.  They are in heaven with 
Jesus."  From there two ladies who are members of our church spoke up.  The conversation went from what sin means, to 
original sin, to the Reformation, etc.  Margie didn©t have to say any more. Our two Christian women witnessed to the rest 
of the group.  Later one of them said, "Today©s conversation was very interesting, we studied about the Reformation in 
school, but I never knew what it meant."  
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We give thanks for the privilege of sharing the Gospel in Japan, which the Savior through your support has allowed us to 
have all these years. It is truly a privilege and experience that words can not adequately express. May the Savior continue 
to watch over you and also our Japanese members , the staff and the two missionaries that still serve the Lutheran 
Evangelical Christian Church. 
  
Jesus be with you all. 
Kermit and Margie Habben 
 

Treasures In Heaven (TIH)  
“ Treasures in Heaven”  is the name of a new effort by our congregation to reduce our mortgage, make an offering to our 
synod and provide funding for redecorating/painting our sanctuary. On Saturday evening, October 13, a dinner was held 
to kick off the Treasures in Heaven program.  The goal of the program is to receive pledges and gifts totaling $400,000 
over and above our regular weekly contributions.  If this goal is met, our mortgage of $342,000 will be paid off, the 
$18,000 costs of the church redecorating would be covered and in addition, $40,000 would be given to WELS Missions.  
To date over $148,000 has been pledged by 68 envelope holders. To God alone be the glory. We are very encouraged by 
this initial response. The “ Treasures in Heaven”  program is intended for all the members of our congregation to 
participate. Recently a video was shown in church further explaining the program and pledge forms were handed out to all 
worshippers. If you missed the video and the pledge forms, they are available in the narthex. We encourage all our 
members to participate in “ Treasures in Heaven.”  If you have questions, please feel free to contact one of the following 
members of the committee: Tim McFarlane, Tom Schermerhorn, Ron Cutter, Mark Hawley or Bob Pankratz. 
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NEW MEMBERS AT FAITH 
 

By Transfer  from other  WELS churches: 
Michael Krause – St. Paul, NFDL 

  Jerry Mathweg – Friedens, Randolph 
 

By Adult Confirmation: Amy Schofield 
     David Schultz 
 
By Profession of Faith: Tony Rosenfeldt 
 


