Don’t L ook Backwards

Jesus replied, “ No one who puts his hand to the plow and
looks back isfit for service in the kingdom of God.” - Luke 9:62

Jim was impressed every time he looked at afarmer’s field. He couldn’t get over how straight the rows were.
Acre after acre there was no deviation, just perfectly parallel rows.

One day his curiosity couldn’t be quieted, so he began to search for the answer. During his trek he came across
a farmer standing by his idle tractor. There was a cordia greeting and a few pleasantries exchanged. Jim
finally blurted out the question, “How do you keep your rows so straight?” The farmer politely replied, “Well, |
simply aim my tractor at atree, apoll or abuilding, and head straight at it.”

“That'sit?” You could sense the disappointment in Jim’'s voice. “Well,” added the farmer, “1 suppose there is
one morething.” “What'sthat?’ Jim asked with renewed intrigue. “I don’t look backwards.”

Jesus made the same point. Many people followed him. They had their dreams and expectations regarding him
and his ministry, and they anticipated earthly glory and lasting pleasure. Jesus offered just the opposite —
hardship, sacrifice and regjection. Consequently, many people who initialy followed Jesus began to leave.

Through the work of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit | follow Jesus, but it is not without daily challenges.
Certainly, | rgjoice in the blessings my Savior gives. | delight in the direction he provides. | desire to follow
him with complete commitment. Still, | am tempted to look backwards.

| daily struggle with my sinful self. It beckons me to look backwards. Back to what my life once was, back to a
life of sdlf-indulgence, self-gratification, and self-interest. It is when | struggle that |1 need to remember my
Savior's words. | also need to remember what has been prepared for me. My Savior rescued me from death
and destruction. He freed me from slavery to my sinful self. He prepared me for alife of loving service, and an
eternity in heaven. These blessings lead me to follow him and keep me looking forward to the goa that is
aways in front of me. It is the very goa of which Paul writes. “ Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13,14)

Prayer:
O precious Savior, you have set me apart to follow you and to reach the goal you have prepared for mein
heaven. Keep me faithful to you alone, and help melook forward regardless of the challengesthat | face.
Amen!




Calendar Dates:

Y outh Ministry VBS Mission Trip to South Dakota July 6-13
Quarterly Voters Meeting is scheduled for July 21 at 6:30 PM.
VBS July 21-25; VBS Picnic Sunday, July 20

Board of Youth Discipleship

The long anticipated wait for summer isfinally over! As parents we explore options for activities or camps for
our children in hopes of enriching their summer experiences. Why not consider one more activity for your
children - Vacation Bible School! The Vacation Bible School Program is fun and full of learning opportunities
about their Savior Jesus Christ. The dates are July 21 thru July 25". To register you can call the church office
@ 922-3530, fill out aregistration form found on the VBS cart in the narthex or speak to Vicar Redfield

The Boy Pioneer Program is looking to restart in the fall for the 2008 — 2009 school year. Our Board has been
contacting church members to see if they have an interest in being a group leader. To date several people have
indicated they would help out, but a select few have committed to be group leaders. We would love to hear
from you if you would like more information about becoming a group leader. Please contact Dan Digman at
922-8981.

Kendra Norris will be taking over the responsibility of overseeing the Lutheran Girl Pioneers. Special thanks to
Michele Ziegler for her years of service in this capacity.

The Y outh Discipleship Board would aso like to recognize those individuals who have been involved with our
youth in music ministry. Through their gifts they have enhanced many of our worship services this past year.
“1 will make music to the Lord, the God of Israel.” (Judges 5:3)

Board of Adult Discipleship

The board of Adult Discipleship is considering bringing back the church picnic during the summer of 2009. The
picnic was an annual mid-summer event held in the past and gave our members atime for fellowship, food and
fun. It was aso the occasion where all of our new members that joined Faith Lutheran over the year were
introduced. We are looking for one of our church groups or individual volunteers to sponsor and coordinate the
event. If you are interested please notify any of the Adult Discipleship board members or one of the Pastors.

The annual Faith Lutheran Brewer outing will be held on Friday, August 8th. The game is at 7:05 against the
Washington Nationals. Tickets are $18.00. Please let Larry Poch know if you are going as soon as possible at
920-322-9774.

School Board
Most of you reading this know of the Faith School SCRIP Program, but how many have actually taken the time
to review what’ s available and what percentage each gives back to Faith — both school and church?

From the monies collected, the total amount is broken down into five categories at specific percentages:
Property 15%, WELS Missions/Ministry 15%, Technology 25%, Curriculum 25%, and Y outh Activities 20%.
These funds cover those expenses that arise during the year that were not originally budgeted - and therefore
reduces going over budget.

During this past school year, proceeds from this program have done many great things, such as:




Technology: Updated Faith® computer system/network virus protection software, providing a new laptop for a
portable projection system that could be used for classroom presentations, various meetings, Bible Class, etc,
and providing additional wireless hubs for coverage throughout the school and church

Youth Activities. Covered expenses for various class field trips, the youth Rally that will take place this summer
at Green Lake, and covered any costs for the school to attend the play at WLA

Curriculum: Helped to offset the fees not fully covered through the church budget of the Orton-Gillingham
Workshop that 8 Faith teachers will attend this summer. This workshop will better equip our teachers with the
needed skills to help students with reading difficulties.

Property: Updated playing surfaces - such as diamonds, purchased various safety related items, and even some
general maintenance items that are used throughout the facility.

WELS MissiongMinistry: This benefits a specific purpose every quarter of the school year. Not only do
the missions receive financial support, but the school children learn about the areas of need, the geography,
environment, etc associated with each mission. This past year, Mission Fields in Cameroon, Mozambique, and
Mexico have been supported through these contributions.

As you can see this has been a great blessing and as you can see the School and Church benefit, so please take
sometimeto review the offerings for the benefit of all.

On a different note, it is summer again. After the long winter and delayed spring the sun and warmth is here.
Along with summer, comes kids out of school riding bikes and playing really not concerned about traffic.
Please when driving, take an extra look at an intersection, slow down around playgrounds, schools, or athletic
fields, and when passing a bicyclist give them the most space possible and safely to make sure our children are
safe.

| am an avid biker, and | can tell you that | am invisible to most drivers at intersections. They look for oncoming
traffic, but do not see me, even when | am sitting there - the children and their bikes are much smaller than | am.
Some drivers are so close that | could touch their cars, if | were to swerve or hit a bump there would be
problems...

So please make this a safe summer for all with alittle common sense....

Summer Bible Classes

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS Our Wednesday morning Bible began a new study on creation. We are
using the Peoples' Bible Teaching Series with a study guide. Our Bible classtimeis 7:00-7:45 am. Please plan on joining
us.

FRIDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASSBiblical Interpretation-The Only Right Way is the title of the book that Pastor
Witte isusing for aBible Class held on Fridays at 9:30. The book presents Jesus as the only way to salvation
and the Bible as the inspired and inerrant Word of God. Please plan on joining us.

Summer Office Hours For July and much of August, the church and school office will be staffed Monday-
Thursday 8am-2pm and Friday 8am-noon.




Vacation Bible School

The theme for this summer’s VBS is “Friendship Trek: Jesus, our Forever Friend.” It is a hike through the Bible to
experience Jesus' friendship and to see the importance of Christian friendship. The dates are July 21% -25™. Volunteers
have been signing up and we will be signing up students in the next few weeks. This year we would also appreciate it if
some adults could volunteer to be chaperones for the Summer Adventure activities in the afternoon. If you can only
volunteer to be a chaperone on one or two days, that is OK. Also, the Donation Tree is up in the Church narthex. Y ellow
tags are monetary donations and tags of other colors are for specific items. Please take alook and see if there is anything
that you can donate to help make VBS a success. If you have any questions or comments please contact Vicar Redfield.

Treasures|n Heaven (T1H)

“Treasures in Heaven” is the name of a new effort by our congregation to reduce our mortgage, make an offering to our
synod and provide funding for redecorating/painting our sanctuary. On Saturday evening, October 13, a dinner was held
to kick off the Treasures in Heaven program. The goa of the program is to receive pledges and gifts totaling $400,000
over and above our regular weekly contributions. If this goal is met, our mortgage of $342,000 will be paid off, the
$18,000 costs of the church redecorating would be covered and in addition, $40,000 would be given to WELS Missions.

To date over $148,000 has been pledged by 67 envelope holders. To God aone be the glory. We are very encouraged by
this initial response. The “ Treasures in Heaven” program is intended for all the members of our congregation to
participate. Recently a video was shown in church further explaining the program and pledge forms were handed out to all
worshippers. If you missed the video and the pledge forms, they are available in the narthex. We encourage all our
members to participate in “ Treasures in Heaven.” If you have questions, please feel free to contact one of the following
members of the committee: Tim McFarlane, Tom Schermerhorn, Ron Cutter, Mark Hawley or Bob Pankratz.
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