
Text: Isaiah 6:1-8 Theme: Who will go and speak for us?  Date: February 4, 2007  Epiphany 5 
 
In the Name Of Jesus, the Lord of the Church, Dear Christian Friends, 
Imagine this: you have just been elected President of the United States. You need to find many people who will work with you 
on your staff. One of the important jobs you need to fill is Press Secretary. This is the person who will go out each day in front 
of TV cameras and reporters and speak for you. He or she will answer questions about what you are working on and give 
information that the whole world will be listening to. In an attempt to find qualified candidates for the position of Pres Secretary 
you say to your staff, “Here’s what I’m looking for in a Press Secretary: Someone with a long criminal record; Somebody with 
a rap sheet as long as my arm; Someone who has committed all kinds of crimes of dishonesty: lying, perjury, slander. If the 
person is in prison right now, even better! I will grant a full pardon. I want such a person to speak for me.”  
 
Sound crazy? Humanly speaking, it would be a public relations nightmare.  But did you know that God does something very 
similar to that? He does. He calls for the most unlikely candidates to go out and speak for him. Who are these unlikely 
candidates ? We are! Today we look at a fascinating incident that took place in approximately 740 B.C. A man named Isaiah 
sees a vision of God in all his dazzling majesty. Through this vision, God makes Isaiah, an unlikely candidate, a press secretary 
of sorts. God still calls unlikely candidates into his service. What kind of a person goes out and speaks for God? Someone who 
is sinful; someone who is saved; and someone who is sent. 

1. Someone who is sinful 
Isaiah tells us what he saw in his vision: IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED, I SAW THE LORD SEATED ON A 
THRONE, HIGH AND EXALTED, AND THE TRAIN OF HIS ROBE FILLED THE TEMPLE. In Isaiah’s vision, he sees the 
Lord, appropriately, in the Temple, the main place of worship for God’s Old Covenant people. The temple is where God chose 
to locate himself and meet with people, to speak to them, to bless them, to receive their prayers and offerings. Here God is 
appearing to Isaiah, appearing as the might on who is over all and through all and in all. I can’t imagine what it would be like. 
But Isaiah knew. He saw, even if only briefly, the Lord. 
 
 
But it’s not just the Lord that Isaiah notices. He sees some creatures called seraphs. We gather that these are holy angels—and 
not the cute, Cupid-like, little-chubby-naked-baby angels you sometimes see in pictures. These are blazing creatures with six 
wings: they fly with two and they reverently cover heads and feet with the other four. The seraphs are standing before the Lord, 
ready to do his bidding. As they wait, they are calling to one another: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD ALMIGHTY; 
THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY. When I hear this I imagine the most beautiful music ever heard—and some 
of the loudest! If you’ve ever had someone blasting a stereo in your house or maybe in a car outside your house, you know what 
this is like: AT THE SOUND OF THEIR VOICES THE DOORPOSTS AND THRESHOLDS SHOOK… In addition to the 
voices of the angels filling the temple, God’s presence is pictured for Isaiah to see and smell: …THE TEMPLE WAS FILLED 
WITH SMOKE. 
 
Now, comes Isaiah’s reaction. Notice what Isaiah does not say: “Hey God, it’s about time I got an appointment with you! I have 
some comments—complaints, really—about how things have been going in the world. Plus, I have a list of a few things I need, 
so listen up.” No! He says nothing of the sort. Instead, as he sees and feels God’s all-consuming presence, filling his eyes and 
ears and rattling his bones, he humbly realizes, “I am so dead to be in presence of the holy God” and says: “WOE TO ME!" I 
CRIED. "I AM RUINED! FOR I AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS, AND I LIVE AMONG A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN LIPS, 
AND MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING, THE LORD ALMIGHTY." 
 
God wants us to realize that this is an appropriate reaction when people step into the presence of God. We have no right to be 
near God, who is absolutely holy. The triune Lord was holy, holy, holy. Isaiah was unholy, unholy, unholy. Isaiah realized that, 
and so must we. Yet strangely, Isaiah, this sinful man of unclean lips, is about to be called by God to be his spokesman. I 
remember a time shortly after I had begun studying at the seminary. I had begun helping out at churches on Sunday mornings, 
conducting the liturgy and reading the Scripture lessons. I met one of my college professors, who asked me how things were 
going. I confessed that I wasn’t so sure about this pastor stuff. I told him that as I stood at the altar, in between God and his 
congregation, I realized that I didn’t belong there. Who was I, after all, to speak the words of God, to be his public spokesman? 
Do you know what my professor said in response? He said, “That’s okay. In fact, if you didn’t feel this way—that’s when I’d be 
worried about you.”  
 
Do you see what he meant? He meant that it is critical for all of us—pastors, teachers, Christians of all vocations—to realize 
that we are not worthy to speak to God or for God. But God nevertheless calls sinful people like you and me to share his words 
with the world. Not only does God call people who sinful to speak for him, more importantly he calls people who are saved to 
speak for him.  

2. Someone who is saved 
Back to Isaiah. Does the Lord kill him? Does God say, “Who is this foul-mouthed creature who dares to come into my holy  
 



presence? Who let him in here?” then Zap! and Isaiah is a pile of ash? No, God does not destroy him. Instead, something 
wonderful happens. THEN ONE OF THE SERAPHS FLEW TO ME WITH A LIVE COAL IN HIS HAND, WHICH HE HAD 
TAKEN WITH TONGS FROM THE ALTAR. WITH IT HE TOUCHED MY MOUTH AND SAID, "SEE, THIS HAS 
TOUCHED YOUR LIPS; YOUR GUILT IS TAKEN AWAY AND YOUR SIN ATONED FOR. 
  
Isaiah knew that he was cut off from God. His sins kept him from relating to God as Father or Friend. And there was nothing 
Isaiah could do about it. God knew the same things. And—this is the best part—God took the initiative to do something about it. 
God sent an angel with a burning coal to touch Isaiah’s sinful lips. What’s the point of this? Well, think of the uses of fire. One 
thing that fire does is purify things. Fire burns away impurities, as when metal is refined. Intense heat kills germs, as when 
medical instruments are sterilized with hot steam in an autoclave. Fire purifies. So when the angel touches the glowing coal to 
Isaiah’s lips, do you see what is happening? The Lord is purifying this sinful man. All the guiltiness Isaiah had by nature—God 
removed it from his record. All the things Isaiah had done and said—God covered over them.  
 
Did you notice where the burning coal came from? From the altar. This is where animals were sacrificed. Blood was shed here. 
And all the blood that was shed in the temple pointed ahead to the blood of a person that would one day be shed—the blood of 
Jesus. What happened to Isaiah has happened to us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He let his blood be shed on a 
cruciform altar. He took the blame for our foul mouths and dirty thoughts and hateful actions. He took on himself our guiltiness 
and then gave us his righteousness to us as a gift. His blood purifies us from every sin. And just as the angel delivered that 
purification to Isaiah, God delivers his pardon to us. He speaks his word of absolution to us. He washes us clean in holy 
baptism. He comes to us as he came to Isaiah. He gives us the body and blood of Jesus that were given for us, and we are 
forgiven.  
 
We are sinful. But we have been saved from being separated from God. We are saved because God took the initiative and saved 
us by purifying us from every sin through the blood of his Son. Because God has saved us, God also sends us out to speak for 
him.  

3. Someone who is sent 
After Isaiah’s sin has been forgiven, he hears a voice. THEN I HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD SAYING, "WHOM 
SHALL I SEND? AND WHO WILL GO FOR US?” God is asking for volunteers, volunteers to go out and tell of his mercy and 
love.  
 
Does anything about this strike you as strange? Think about it. There are angels standing all around the Lord, all of them holy, 
all of them just waiting to do whatever God tells them. But the Lord does not call on any of these to go out and speak for him. 
Instead, he turns to this man Isaiah, this man who was unclean and riddled with sin, this man who, only by grace, has escaped 
destruction! He transforms Isaiah with his love. The Lord turns him from a trembling sinner into an energized saint who says: 
HERE AM I. SEND ME!" This is how God works. He takes people who have experienced the terror of knowing their 
sinfulness, people who have experienced the amazing grace of God and his pronouncement of forgiveness—and he calls them to 
go out and speak for him. He takes lips that are sinful and unclean and purifies them so that they say, “Guess what happened to 
me? Someone loved me so much that he died for me. He died for you, too. And now he is alive. He wants to know you and give 
you gifts more valuable than you ever imagined.”  
 
Are you sinful? Then you have one of the qualifications for someone who speaks for the Lord. Are you saved? Jesus says that 
you are, for he died for you and rose from death and pronounces your guilt removed and your sin atoned for. If you are a 
Christian, you are already a spokesperson for God, and he wants you to talk about what he has done for you. He says to his 
disciples in every age, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15).  
 
This section of the Bible also leads us to think about something else: how God calls some people to speak publicly on his behalf, 
to speak publicly on behalf of other Christians. I’m talking about how God, through his church, calls people to be pastors and 
Christian teachers. Sometimes, I think, people get mistaken notions about where pastors and Christian teachers come from. They 
picture some secret laboratory where future ministers are bred in test tubes and then implanted with special Bible knowledge 
and skills of handshaking and public speaking, etc. Well, I’m exaggerating, but you see my point. In reality, Christian pastors 
and teachers are sinful people. They are regular, sinful people like everybody else. They are people who have been cleansed and 
forgiven by God, just as Isaiah was. They are regular Christians who simply love Jesus because he loves them. They love him 
and see the importance of telling other people about his love.  
 
That’s why everyone today, especially kids and younger Christians, should think about preparing to be a pastor or a Christian 
teacher. All you need to be is a sinful person and a saved person, and that’s what all of you are! And you more mature people 
who have taken different paths in life, it may not be too late to think about changing careers. If you feel it is, do you have kids 
and grandkids you could encourage to think about the public ministry?  
The Lord is looking for press secretaries; he is looking for people to go out and speak for him. Are you sinful? Are you saved by 
Jesus? Are you willing to be sent? Then, with the love of Jesus burning in your heart, say, “Here I am, Lord. Send me!” Amen. 


